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uiiluence upon us at home. Kow let us consider what effect
they have had, and still naturally have, abroad. And here it
must be remembered that we are a nation not separated in
interest (as we are in situation) from the rest of Europe.
"We have enemies at home acting in concert with enemies
abroad : and Mends abroad, without regard to whose inter*
ests "and alliances we must, sooner or later, become a sacri-
fice to those enemies. "We have a Pretender to guard against ;
many here are his professed friends; and many more act
either blindly or designedly with those who are so ; bearing
a sensible part in their interests, and ever encouraging, or, at
least, not discouraging, them. That which keeps up the views
of those abroad, who think it their concern to make us the
scene of civil war, if not a province to themselves tinder that
Pretender ; that, I say, alone which keeps up their views is,
the knowing they have friends here ; and the finding that
these friends are never in despair, but always representing
their cause as promising well. And that which keeps them
tn this temper is, the constant expectation of new elections,
in which they hope for more, but are certain, at least, of this
advantage, that our heats, and hatreds, and desire of revenge,
are still perpetuated and improved. This is constantly re-
presented abroad ; and with such success that they who wish
evil to our happy establishment seem really to believe it ; and
they who wish well to it receive impression enough from it
to look upon us with diffidence, as a people always fluctuat-
ing and uncertain. It was this great disadvantage, arising
from our condition at home, that brought King "William to
make a peace, even against his own good judgment and his
own great views ; for which nothing could be urged but that
distress to which our wretched and uneasy^ state here had re-
duced his affairs. And no wonder now, if after that great
unhappiness, and what is still more dreadful, after a late fatal
experience, the best friends we have abroad cannot be so
confident of us as our interest makes it requisite they should
be. In a word, our enemies both abroad and at home cannot
be reduced even one step towards a state of despair, in the
methods we are in at present ; nor our best friends be thorough-
ly assured of our secure estate : the former must look upon
us still with a good degree of contempt ; and the latter with
a great deal of uneasiness and diffidence, till we have somo
resting time to settle, not only the tempers, but the affairs